
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 19th July 2026        The Seventh Sunday after Trinity  
8.30 a.m. Said Communion 
10.00 a.m. Worship Service 

Readings: Romans 8.12-25, Matthew 13.24-30 & 36-43 

 
We are Children of God 

Our Bible readings set for today are both 
profoundly uncomfortable and deeply 
comforting. In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear 
the stark warning, “There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth”, with the weeds gathered 
and thrown into the fire. Yet alongside this 
comes the reassurance of Romans, where we 
are reminded of the sure and certain hope 
we have in Christ: “When we cry, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God”. 

In Christ, we are children of God and not 
weeds to be gathered up and cast aside. Our 
reading from Romans speaks honestly about 
the sufferings of this present age. Christ will 
come again, but for now we live in a world 
where suffering is real and often close at 
hand. It is something we see around us and 
something we experience ourselves. Even so, 
these readings are filled with hope. Whatever 
we face now is temporary and cannot 
compare with the joy that is to come.                     (Continued inside) 

‘You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your 
bottle. You have recorded each one in your book … This I know: God is on 
my side! Yes, I praise the Lord for what he has promised. I trust in God, so 
why should I be afraid? What can mere mortals do to me?’ - PSALM 56:8-
11 (NLT) 
 

Jesus, Word of God, we pray for a deepening desire to read, contemplate, study 
and memorise the Bible, for ‘the law of Your mouth is better for me than 
thousands of gold and silver pieces.’* Please restore the habit of scripture 
memory in our generation. By Your grace. Amen. (*Psalm 119:72) 

Wednesday 22nd TISHA B’AV’: the saddest day in the Jewish calendar. 
God of eternity, we remember our Jewish friends on this day of mourning over 
tragedies across their history: from the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem 
2000 years ago to the Holocaust in WWII, and more recently the Hamas attack 
on Israel on October 7th 2023. Grant Your salvation and peace. Amen. 

Father of all compassion, please comfort men and women whose memories are 
failing. Grant patient gentleness to those who care for them, especially in times 
of confusion and distress. Thank You that though our earthly ‘tent’ grows weak, 
we have the sure hope of resurrection and abundant life with You for all 
eternity! We entrust their souls to You. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Creator God, we are indeed ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’*. Thank You for 
the amazing capacity You have given us to think, feel, understand and 
remember. Help us to dwell on ‘whatever is honourable, just, pure, lovely, 
commendable and excellent’** to glorify You in our lives. Amen. (* Psalm 139:14 
**Philippians 4:8)               www.care.org.uk   

For the people of: Pembury Close, The Grove 
For prayer: Doreen F & Julian 
From the Prayer Board: Pray for Footsteps International and the work of 
helping disadvantaged children in Kenya, and for all who have asked for 
prayer for themselves and their families 
In memoriam: Graham Thompson, Douglas Hollis, Alice Minns, David 
Berry 
To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to 
list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.  
 

The Parable of 

the Weeds 

http://www.care.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

(Continued from the front page)  

God is a just God who does not ignore 
wickedness. The image of the weeds 
reminds us that evil in all its forms will 
be dealt with. At the same time, God is 
a loving and merciful God. In Christ, he 
has taken upon himself the very 
punishment that justice demands. At 
the cross, perfect justice and perfect 
love meet. Because of this, we do not 
face condemnation, but instead are 
given the sure and certain hope that 
belongs to the children of God. 

So how are we to live in the 
meantime? We live as people of hope. 
We can trust that God is at work even 
when the world feels uncertain or 
painful. We can resist the temptation 
to judge too quickly, remembering that the field contains both wheat and 
weeds until the final harvest. And we can hold firmly to our identity as God’s 
children, allowing that truth to shape our actions, our attitudes, and our care for 
others. 

As we go into the week ahead, we are invited to live with patience, with 
confidence in God’s justice, and with the quiet assurance that we belong to him. 
In a world where good and evil often seem entangled, we are called to remain 
faithful, trusting that in the end God will bring about a harvest of righteousness, 
and that we will share in the joy of His Kingdom                                        Martin  

Huge thanks are due once again for the wonderful generosity of the Ascension 
Church family. Including Gift Aid, the Access Ramp Appeal has raised around 
£1,850, exceeding the £1,600 target by £250. 

The final value of the Gift Aid reclaim and the total cost of the ramp are still to be 
confirmed. However, it is clear that we now have the funds needed for the project 
to go ahead over the summer. 

 

Sunday 19th July 
8.30am Said Communion 
10.00am Worship Service 

Tuesday 21st July 
9.30 -10.00am Food Larder 
7.00pm PCC Prayers 
7.30pm PCC Meeting 

Wednesday 22nd July 
3.30pm Home Group 

Thursday 23rd July 
8.30am Morning Prayers 
11.00am Open Space after 
Up & Amble 
12noon – 12.30pm Food Larder 
7.30pm Home Group 

Sunday 26th July 
10am Family Communion 

 

Please see the website for more 
information: 

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk    

CONTACT US                                                
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk   01444 415229 
Churchwardens:   Jill Costello 07736285995   Jerry Whitehead 07540599309 
ALM: Jill Costello 
 

Birthdays This Week 

Happy Birthday to Janet Whitehead. 

During August there will be just one 

service on Sunday which will be a 

10.00am Communion Service. 

 

 

 
 

God’s justice is 

sure and certain, 

but so is his 

mercy, and at the 

cross both justice 

and mercy meet 

for our salvation. 

-Anon 
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