
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st February 2026 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 
8.30am Said Communion 
10.00 am Café Church 
Readings:  1 Corinthians 1.18-31, John 2.1-11 
 

A Light for Revelation 
 

Today is Candlemas; the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
when we remember Mary and Joseph taking the infant Jesus to the Temple 
in obedience to the Old Testament law. It marks the moment, forty days 
after his birth, when Jesus is 
presented to the Lord, and 
Mary completes her rites of 
purification. It is also the 
Sunday when we recall 
Simeon’s words about a light 
for revelation to the whole 
world, a light symbolised in 
church by the lighting of 
candles – hence the name.  

In Luke’s Gospel, we hear 
Simeon’s song of praise, the Nunc Dimittis, where he speaks of Jesus as “a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles” and “the glory of your people Israel.” We 
are told that God had revealed to Simeon that he would not die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. So he waits, patiently serving God and 
watching for the One who is to come. When Mary and Joseph arrive with the 
baby Jesus, he recognises God’s salvation at once. 

                   (Continued inside)  

‘A broken reed He will not break off. And a dimly burning wick He will not 
extinguish. He will not harm those who are weak and suffering; He will faithfully 
bring forth justice.’ ISAIAH 42:3 (AMPLIFIED BIBLE) 
 

Lord Jesus, please bless the ministries of Churches for All, L’Arche, Prospects, 
Through the Roof, and the many others that work with adults with physical 
limitations and learning disabilities. We ask that growing numbers will hear and 
accept the good news of your great love and become Christians. For Your glory. 
Amen. 
 

God our Healer, with one in four adults experiencing at least one diagnosable 
mental health problem in any given year, we pray for NHS plans to improve 
mental health services so that vulnerable patients can receive prompt and 
effective treatment in an appropriate setting for their needs. In Your mercy. 
Amen. 
  

WORLD CANCER DAY: Lord, You love and know the intricate details of every 
individual who is affected by cancer. Please continue to grant success to those 
researching, preventing and treating this disease, and enable more governments 
across the world to improve access to vital healthcare and support. In Your 
mercy. Amen. 
 

Good Shepherd, thank You for people—paid workers, volunteers, friends and 
family— who care for vulnerable adults, especially those on the margins of 
society at risk of being overlooked and unsupported. Please help them to be 
vigilant, compassionate and wise. In Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

Lord of mercy, please help social workers, caregivers and others involved with 
particularly vulnerable adults to handle any risk of neglect; physical, sexual, 
psychological and financial abuse; modern slavery; and discrimination. We 
commit them to Your loving care. In Jesus’ name. Amen.                          www.care.org.uk 

Prayers for the Community 
For the people of: Burchetts Close 

For prayer: Sally & David, Heidi, Mark, Simon, Simon, Susan, Bunty  

From the Prayer Board: Please pray for William and Miranda, and for all 

who have asked for prayer for themselves and their families 

In memoriam: Elizabeth Gooding, Michael Parris, William Pennington, 

Betty Pennington 

To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to 

list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.  

 

http://www.care.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

(Continued from the front page)  

Simeon’s response is a model for us. He recognises God’s plan unfolding and 
welcomes Jesus with joy. He praises God and is ready to be dismissed in 
peace, content that God has kept his promise and that his own life can now 
come to its close. Simeon can see that there will be struggle and pain ahead 
for Jesus and Mary, and he knows he is near the end of his own journey, yet 
he faces all of this with praise and peace, because he has seen God’s 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Candlemas invites us to stand alongside Simeon. As we honestly look at our 
own lives and the needs and uncertainties of the world around us, we are 
invited to fix our eyes on Jesus, the light for all people, and to entrust our 
future to him. Like Simeon, we are called to watch, to wait, and to recognise 
Christ when he comes to us, in word and worship, in prayer, and in the faces 
of those we meet day by day. As we celebrate Candlemas this year, may we 
too know Christ’s light in our darkness, God’s faithfulness in our waiting, and 
the deep peace that comes from being able to say with Simeon: “My eyes 

have seen your salvation”.                                                                      Martin  
 

New Songs
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, 

praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. - Psalm96.1&2 

Discussions at the last PCC meeting on Tuesday evening recognised the 
benefit of repeating new songs over a few Sundays, until they become more 
familiar. We’ve set ourselves the aim of introducing a new (to us!) song 
every month.  

If you have a worship song or hymn that you’d like to see added to our 
database of church music, please let Martin know. However, please be 
aware, copyright regulations and the availability of usable backing tracks can 
mean that we can’t use everything we might want sing. 

 

 

Sunday 1st February 
8.30am Said Communion 
10.00am Café church 

Tuesday 3rd February 
9.30 -10.30am Food Larder 

Wednesday 4th February 
1.30pm Tiddlers 
3.30pm Home Group in church 

Thursday 5th February 
8.30am Morning Prayers 
12 noon – 1.00pm Food Larder 
7.30pm Home Group at Jill’s 

Saturday 7th February 
10.00 – 1.00pm Deanery Study 
Morning 

Sunday 8th February 
10.00am Communion Service 
 

Please see the website for links for 
online streaming:  

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk 

 

CONTACT US                                                
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk   01444 415229 
Churchwardens:   Jill Costello 07736285995   Jerry Whitehead 07540599309 
ALM: Jill Costello 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays this week 

Happy Birthday to  

Ann Honey & Claire Harman 

 

U             

                 UK Harvest Food  

         Community Food Hub 

  10.30 a.m. Friday 6th February 

Here in the Ascension Church 

http://www.ascensionchurch.co.uk/
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