For the people of: Aspen Walk, Aspen Close, Maple Close

For prayer: Doreen F, Julian

From the Prayer Board: Pray for Footsteps International and the work of
helping disadvantaged children in Kenya, and for all who have asked for
prayer for themselves and their families

In memoriam: Richard Thorpe, Heather Charman

To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to
list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.

SOCIAL CARE

‘Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ... So let’s not get
tired of doing what is good. Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we
should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.

- GALATIANS 6:2,9,10 (NLT)

Loving Father, we pray for children and adults, along with their families and
carers, who live with severe disabilities, and are dependent on others. Please
strengthen and comfort them in times of trial, drawing them to Yourself. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lord, we pray that many local churches throughout the UK will prayerfully
consider ways to reach out to any in their community with life-limiting
conditions and their carers, who feel isolated, under pressure and would
appreciate help. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Merciful God, thank You for the skills and commitment of care assistants in
people’s homes and residential settings, support workers for individuals with
learning disabilities, dementia and mental health needs, social workers and
those in managerial and other professional roles. Please bless them all in this
vital work. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Father, we pray for the 5.8 million unpaid carers in the UK supporting family or
friends, often facing immense pressure, financial hardship, and poor physical or
mental health themselves. Please give them strength and send them help. By
Your grace. Amen.

God of wisdom and compassion, please raise up people of exceptional ability
and clear vision to initiate effective reforms to our social care system,
strengthening links with the NHS, disability charities and other stakeholders, and
ensuring these vital services really work for those who need them. For Christ’s
sake. Amen. www.care.org.uk

Ascension
Weekly

Church

Sunday 2" August 2026  The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
10.00 a.m. Communion Service
Readings: Romans 9.1-5, Matthew 14.13-21

Five loaves and two fish

At the beginning of our
Gospel reading for today,
Jesus has withdrawn by boat
to a quiet place. Having heard
of the death of John the
Baptist, he seeks solitude, but
the crowds follow him. What
unfolds is not irritation or
retreating further, but
compassion. Matthew tells us
that Jesus saw the great
crowd and had compassion on them, and he healed their sick. Even in his own
grief, he turns outward in love.

As evening approaches, the disciples see a problem before them. The place is
deserted, the hour is late, and the people are hungry. Their solution is practical
and understandable: send the crowds away. Yet Jesus responds in a way that
stretches their imagination. “They need not go away; you give them something
to eat.” What follows is a moment that reveals both the limitation of human
resources and the abundance of God’s provision.

Five loaves and two fish are brought forward, seemingly insignificant in the face
of such need. Yet placed in the hands of Jesus, blessed and broken, they
become more than enough. All eat and are filled, and twelve baskets of
leftovers remain. What began in scarcity ends in abundance. (Continued inside)


http://www.care.org.uk/

This Week

Sunday 2"¢ August
10am Communion Service

Tuesday 4" August
9.30-10.00am Food Larder

Thursday 6" August

8.30am Morning Prayers
12noon - 12.30pm Food Larder

Sunday 9" August
10am Communion Service

Please see the website for more
information:
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk

August Services

During August there will be just
one service on Sunday which will

be a 10.00am Communion Service.

Birthdays This Week
No birthdays are recorded. If we
have missed your’s, please let us
know and we will update the
birthday list.

Now all glory to God,
who (s able, through
his mighty power at

work within us, to
accomplish infinitely
more than we might
ask or think. Glory to
him in the church and
tn Christ Jesus through
all generations forever
and ever! Amen.

- Ephesians 3.20-21
(NLT)
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This passage invites us to reflect on
how we see the needs around us. Like
the disciples, we may feel that what
we have is too little to make a
difference. Time, energy, resources,
even faith itself can seem in short
supply. Yet the miracle does not begin
with abundance. It begins with
offering what is already there.

“How many Loaves do
you have?” is a question
that turns attention
from what Ls lacking to
what is avatlable.

In a world that often feels marked by scarcity and anxiety, this Gospel reminds
us that compassion is never wasted, and that what is placed in the hands of
Christ can be transformed. We are not asked to solve everything, but to offer
what we have, trusting that God can accomplish infinitely more than we might
ask or think. Martin

Prayer

In our recent 24 hours of prayer, we sensed that God is calling us as a church
to be more intentional in praying for all the events and activities that take
place in the Ascension.
As we enter the holiday period, when many of these activities pause, this is a
valuable opportunity to pray for all who organise and participate in them.
We think especially of Tiddlers, Home Groups, Open Space, and Community
Coffee. Please pray that all involved will enjoy a time of rest and relaxation,
returning refreshed and renewed. Pray that they may be encouraged,
continue to be blessed, and receive fresh vision from the Lord for their
ministry. We also invite prayer for our ongoing ministries:
Church Services

e For our praise, worship, readings, and intercessions

e For Martin, as he leads and brings God's word

e For the Prayer Ministry Team
The Food Larder

e For strong, positive and fruitful relationships with those who attend

e For opportunities to share faith, offer testimony, and pray with those
who come
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