For the people of: Larch Way, Walnut Park

For prayer: Julian, Sally

From the Prayer Board: Pray for: Footsteps International and the work of
helping disadvantaged children in Kenya; for Naomi and all who have
asked for prayer for themselves and their families

In memoriam: Dorothy Channing, Kenneth Thorpe

To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to
list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

‘You are my servant, | have chosen you and not cast you off: fear not, for |
am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God; | will strengthen you, |
will help you, | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” ISAIAH
41:9,10 (ESV)

God, ‘our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble’ please
give us courage not to fear amid the dangers of our unstable world. We rejoice
that ‘You will be exalted in the earth’ and be with us whatever happens. Thank
You. Amen. (Psalm 46)

Tuesday 15th INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY Lord, we are grateful to be
living in a democratic society. May we never take this for granted but promote
and protect our freedoms and the rule of law. Please give grace to the 5.8 billion
people under autocratic rule, many experiencing serious oppression. For Christ’s
sake. Amen.

Lord, please grant wisdom and unity to the government officials, industry
leaders, and cybersecurity experts attending the London Global Cyber Summit
(29-30 September) to discuss how to protect national infrastructures and other
systems vulnerable to attack. In Your mercy. Amen.

Sovereign God, we lift our wartorn and troubled world to You, interceding for
peace; for forces of darkness and destruction to be subdued and innocent
people delivered from fear, harm and poverty, many finding their refuge in You.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Father, thank You for the vigilance and preparedness of our armed forces and
other agencies responsible for defending this nation from military and other
threats to our peace and security. Please guide our leaders in times of crisis. For
Christ’s sake. Amen. www.care.org.uk
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Sunday 13" September 2026 The 15" Sunday after Trinity
10.00 a.m. Communion Service
Readings: Romans 14.1-12, Matthew 18.21-35

As we forgive those who trespass against us

We can use
expressions in
everyday
English without
realising their
biblical origins.
For example,
Ecclesiastes
10:1 gives us “a
fly in the JIN
ointment”, while Job 19:20 speaks of escapin
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g “by the skin of my teeth”.

It is a shame not to recognise when a familiar phrase originates in the Bible.
More serious, however, is assuming that something is in the Bible when it is
not. Jesus does not say, “Forgive and forget”, and the Bible does not require
us to forgive and forget. Jesus is very clear in calling us to forgive, but we
should be equally clear that He does not link forgiving with forgetting.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus answers a question about how many times we
should forgive. He portrays forgiveness as a merciful, generous, and
sometimes costly decision to release another person from the debt they owe
us. He makes his point by telling a story about a servant whose king forgives
him an enormous debt. Soon afterwards, however, that same servant

(Continued inside)
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This Week

Sunday 13" September
10.00am Communion Service

Tuesday 15" September
9.30 -10.00am Food Larder

Wednesday 16" September
1.30pm Tiddlers
3.30pm Home Group in church

For the Diary

Thursday 17" September
8.30am Morning Prayers
12noon - 12.30pm Food Larder
7.30pm Home Group at Jill'’s

27™ September.
Gift Day

11 October.
Harvest Sunday

Saturday 19'" September
9.00am Church Coffee

8" November.
Remembrance Sunday

15" November.
Safeguarding Sunday

29" November.
Advent Sunday

Sunday 20" September
8.30am Said Communion
10am Worship Service

Please see the website for more
information
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk

13 December.

Birthdays This Week Community Carols

No birthdays are recorded for this week
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refuses to forgive a fellow servant who owes him a far smaller amount, and
has him put in prison. When the king hears what has happened, he is angry.
Having received such extraordinary mercy himself, the servant ought to have
shown mercy to someone else. The parable teaches that, because God
forgives us so generously, we in turn are called to forgive others. Forgetting
what we forgive does not come into it.

If someone betrays a secret we have shared, forgiveness means choosing
not to hold a grudge or seek revenge. It does not mean that we must trust
them with our secrets again. Forgiveness can open a way towards
reconciliation, and, in time, there may be hope that trust can be rebuilt. But
it would be unwise to forget that someone has proved untrustworthy and
share too much again too soon.

More seriously still, forgiving an abuser does not mean forgetting what they
have done or placing yourself back in harm’s way. Forgiving can free a
person who has been abused from bitterness, resentment, and the desire
for retribution. It can help them to loosen the hold that abuse has had upon
their life and to move forward. But it does not require them to forget what
happened, to pretend that the abuse was acceptable, or to act as though it
does not matter.

Nor does forgiveness remove the consequences of an offender’s actions. It
may be right, and sometimes even necessary, to seek justice. But when we
seek justice, our motive should be justice itself, rather than revenge or a
desire to get even. Forgiving allows us to pursue justice for the right reasons.

Refusing to forgive what has hurt or offended us can trap us in bitterness,
resentment, and pain. It is sad to hear someone say they will never forgive
what happened to them. Their unforgiveness is probably hurting them more
than it hurts the offender, who might even be quite oblivious to it. Often,
the person most damaged by unforgiveness is the one who holds on to it
and becomes trapped in bitterness, missing out on the healing that is part of
God’s blessing.

Forgiving, not forgetting, is the beginning of the freedom and healing that
God blesses us with as we forgive others as we forgiven. Martin
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