
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 11th January 2026            Baptism of Christ 
10.00 am Communion Service 
Readings:  Acts 10.34-43, Matthew 3.13-17 

 
“You are my son” 

Today, as we celebrate the Baptism of Christ, we are reminded of the 
wonderful words spoken by God the Father to Jesus and recorded in 
Matthew’s Gospel: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

We can learn a lot from Jesus’ baptism. 
First, by humbly submitting to baptism, 
the sinless Jesus identified Himself with 
our humanity and our sin. Then the Holy 
Spirit, descending on Jesus like a dove, 
revealed the Spirit’s filling and 
empowering. Above all, we are reminded 
of the voice from heaven that told 
everyone there that Jesus was the 
Father’s beloved Son. 

Until His baptism, Jesus had lived an ‘ordinary’ hidden life. His extraordinary 
ministry of teaching, healing, and proclaiming the Kingdom of God only 
began after His baptism. As crucial as the equipping of the Holy Spirit was 
(and still is), we shouldn’t lose sight of something every bit as significant: 
Jesus’ ministry was built on the unshakeable foundation of knowing the 
Father loved Him and delighted in Him. Before His ministry began, Jesus 
heard His Heavenly Father telling the world that He was His Father’s beloved 
Son. Jesus was equipped to fulfil all God intended, including facing the cross, 
confident that He was completely loved.      
                    (Continued inside)  

‘God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all 
our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be 
able to give them the same comfort God has given us.’ 2 CORINTHIANS 1:3,4 
(NLT)  

God of compassion, we remember those who are experiencing great distress 
and pain because of serious illness that may be terminal. Please grant them 
access to treatment and care that can relieve symptoms, and comfort them by 
Your presence. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Sovereign Lord, we continue to pray about the Assisted Dying Bill, now in the 
House of Lords. Please grant wisdom to those who are seeking to oppose it, that 
vulnerable people may be protected and the slide towards euthanasia averted. 
In Your mercy. Amen. 

Father, we pray about the possibility of the Leadbeater Bill resulting in care 
homes and hospices being required to participate in offering assisted suicide, 
which could cause staff to leave and drastically change the doctor–patient 
relationship. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

Lord, we are grateful for all who care for people who are suffering at the end of 
life: doctors, nurses, social workers, carers, paramedics, pharmacists, therapists, 
chaplains, and volunteers engaged in fundraising and offering other support. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Dear Lord, please provide the necessary funding, staff, volunteers, and other 
resources to the UK’s 200-plus hospices for adults and children. We ask You to 
fill these special places with Your peace and love, especially through those 
working there. By Your grace. Amen. 
                                                                                                                  www.care.org.uk 

Prayers for the Community 
For the people of: Bolding Way, Bolding Court, Holmbush Close 

For prayer: Sally & David, Heidi, Mark, Simon, Simon, Susan, Bunty 

From the Prayer Board: For all who received a copy of the Bear Grylls’ 

book, that they will read it and want to know more about Jesus. 

In memoriam: Stanley Catt, Georgina Horscroft, Barbara Warner,  

Roy Still, Brenda Wood, Ellen Pays, William Thorley 
To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to 

list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.   
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(Continued from the front page)  

In Christ, we too are named and claimed as God’s beloved. In baptism, we 
are given a new identity as sons and daughters who are welcomed, forgiven, 
and deeply loved. Before we do anything for God, before any success or 
failure, we are God’s beloved children. 

Today, as we remember Jesus and His baptism, we are reminded that we, 
too, can live in the security of knowing we are God’s beloved and, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, live for Him with confidence, courage, and 
joy.                                                                                          Martin 

Home Groups
Home Groups will be recommencing this week and meeting at 3:30pm on 
Wednesdays in the church, and at 7:30pm on Thursday evenings (With the 
Thursday venue to be confirmed each week.) 

Over 8 sessions Home Groups will be doing a course based on ‘God’s Book – 
An Honest Look at the Bible’s 7 Toughest Topics’ by Andrew Ollerton. 

For more information See: 

https://www.andrewollerton.com/courses/gods-book-series  

It’s well worth buying and reading the book, but the course still works well 
with the weekly resources without needing to read the whole book. 

The Bishop’s Certificate
The Bishop’s Certificate is a structured discipleship and lay training 
programme that helps people deepen their understanding of the Christian 
faith and grow in their ministry and everyday discipleship.  

It is open to any lay person in the diocese who wants to explore faith, calling 
and service more deeply, without needing prior theological qualifications. 
Through 18 weekly sessions and 3 Saturday study days over 3 terms, 
participants gain a clearer grasp of the Bible, core Christian beliefs and 
practical ministry, with the course leading to a diocesan certificate awarded 
by the Bishop. The weekly sessions will be in the Ascension on Wednesday 
evenings. If you’d like to know more, please speak to Martin 

 

Sunday 11th January 
10.00am Communion Service 

Tuesday 13th January 
9.30am -10.30am Food 
Larder 

Wednesday 14th January 
1.30pm Tiddlers 
3.30pm Home Group 

Thursday 15th January 
8.30am Morning Prayers 
12 noon – 1.00pm Food 
Larder 
7.30pm Home Group 

Saturday 17th January 
9.00am Community Coffee 

Sunday 18th January 
8.30am Said Communion 
10.00am Worship Service 
 

Please see the website for links for 
online streaming:  

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk 

CONTACT US                                                
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk   01444 415229 
Churchwardens:   Jill Costello 07736285995   Jerry Whitehead 07540599309 
ALM: Jill Costello 
 

 
 

“The deepest identity 

of the Christian is 

this: a child loved, 

chosen, and adopted by 

the Father, not 

because of worthiness, 

but because of grace.” 

– J. I. Packer 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays this week 

Happy birthday to 

Matt Hinton 
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