Prayers for the Community
For the people of: Pinewood Court, Harvesters
For prayer: Sally & David, Heidi, Mark, Simon, Simon, Susan, Bunty,
Simon & Eva
From the Prayer Board: For all our regular church activities
In memoriam: Samuel Dalrymple, Joan Baldwin, Charles Smith,
Stanley Pays, Tony Chedzey, Rosalind Smeed, Brenda Wood, Ellen Pays,
William Thorley, Edward Green, Valerie Hollingshurst, Grace Owens
To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to
list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.

PEACE IN THE WORLD

‘You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed
on you! Trust in the Lord always, for the Lord God is the eternal Rock. He
humbles the proud and brings down the arrogant city.” ISAIAH 26:3-5 (NLT)

Almighty God, at the start of this year we pray with great sadness and deep
longing for peace in our war-torn world, where conflicts are raging in dozens of
countries, bringing death, injury and suffering to millions of people. O Lord, have
mercy. Amen.

Father, we remember those who, with wisdom, courage and compassion, offer
support in hostile situations: through peace-keeping operations, reconciliation
and diplomatic activity, humanitarian aid, and communicating accurate
information to the wider world. Please watch over them according to Your love
and mercy. Amen. www.care.org.uk

Loving Saviour, thank You that You laid down Your life so we might have eternal
peace with God. We pray for Christians in situations of danger, great need,
bereavement, and pain, to experience the peace that passes understanding—
unlike anything the world offers—which You promised. By Your grace. Amen.
Sovereign Lord, we pray that those who are instigating and escalating violence,
oppression, and war will be caused to refrain from their wicked ways.
Throughout history You have ‘brought down rulers from their thrones but have
lifted up the humble.”* Please do it in our day! In Your mercy. Amen. * Luke 1:52
—Mary’s song.

Prince of Peace, we worship and thank You that a Day is coming when hatred
and war will cease and You will judge evil and reign in righteousness forever.
May we trust You as we await Your coming and, until then, please grant
reconciliation and relief where it is most needed. In Your name. Amen.
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The 2" Sunday of Epiphany
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Sunday 18 January 2026
8.30am Said Communion
10.00 am Worship Service
Readings: Psalm 40.1-12, 1 Corinthians 1.1-9, John 1.29-42

“What are you looking for?”

Today’s Gospel reading gives us the account of the first disciples being called
to follow Jesus. It’s set in the days after Jesus’s own baptism when John the
Baptist first emphasised that he wasn’t the Messiah and instead directed

people to Jesus telling
the Lamb of God!” WHAT ARE YO \‘
So powerful and i a
intriguing was John’s

testimony that two of

John’s own disciples A

where He was going.

When Jesus saw them, He asked, “What are you looking for?” The gospel
account doesn’t give us their answer. | suspect they didn’t have one. | think

it more likely that they knew they were looking for something or someone

but couldn’t say precisely what or who it was. They had just met who they

them: “Look, here is

i
followed Jesus to see
were looking for, even if they didn’t realize it at the time.

Over time though, they came to know that they had found what and who
they’d been seeking. They had met God and begun a relationship with Him.
They had the answer...as can we...to “What are you looking for?”

Jesus’s question still searches our hearts today. Many are not quite sure
what they are looking for, yet sense there must be more to life than they are


http://www.care.org.uk/

Dates & Times

Sunday 18 January
8.30am Said Communion
10.00am Worship Service

Monday 19 January
7.30pm Home Group

Tuesday 20 January

9.30 -10.30am Food Larder
7.00pm PCC Prayers
7.30pm PCC Meeting

Wednesday 21 January
1.30pm Tiddlers
3.30pm Home Group

Thursday 22"¢ January
8.30am Morning Prayers
11.15am Open Space after

Up & Amble

12 noon - 1.00pm Food Larder

Saturday 24" January
9.00am Community Coffee

Sunday 25 January
10.00am Family Communion

Please see the website for links for
online streaming:
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk

patiently for the LORD;
irned to me and heard my cry.
i],%/ me out of the slimy pit,
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Cuckfield Deanery Morning 2026

ART and PRAYER

How do Art and Christianity talk to each other?
How can Art broaden our approach
to prayer and Bible reading?
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To lead our morning, we welcome
The Revd Charles Pickstone

Anglican priest, freelance art critic, trustee of
Art & Christianity, and secretary of AICA-UK

Saturday 7tt February 2026

10am to ipm
at The Ascension Church, Vale Road,
Haywards Heath. RH16 4JS

CONTACT US

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk

Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk 01444 415229

Churchwardens: Jill Costello 07736285995 Jerry Whitehead 07540599309

ALM: Jill Costello

THE ASCENSION

(Continued from the front page)

experiencing. Into that uncertainty, Jesus offers the same gracious invitation
he gave those first disciples: “Come and see.”

For some, that may mean coming to Jesus again in prayer, Scripture, or
worship, simply saying, “Lord, | am not even sure what | am looking for, but |
want to come and see.” For others, it may mean taking a fresh step of trust,
or sharing with a friend, like Andrew did, the quiet testimony, “We have
found the Messiah.”

Be encouraged that Jesus does not wait until we have perfect answers
before he welcomes us. He meets seekers, he gently redirects wanderers,
and he deepens the faith of those who already follow him. Today he asks
each of us, “What are you looking for?”, and invites us again, “Come and
see. Martin

Home Groups

Home Groups will be continuing this week and meeting at 3:30pm on
Wednesdays in the church, and at 7:30pm on Monday evening at Jill's house.

The groups are doing a course based on ‘God’s Book — An Honest Look at the
Bible’s 7 Toughest Topics’ by Andrew Ollerton. For more information See:

https://www.andrewollerton.com/courses/gods-book-series

It’s not too late to join in. All welcome.

The Bishop’s Certificate

The Bishop’s Certificate is a structured discipleship and lay training
programme that helps people deepen their understanding of the Christian
faith and grow in their ministry and everyday discipleship.

Through 18 weekly sessions and 3 Saturday study days over 3 terms,
participants gain a clearer grasp of the Bible, core Christian beliefs and
practical ministry, with the course leading to a diocesan certificate awarded
by the bishop. The weekly sessions will be in the Ascension on Wednesday
evenings. If you'd like to know more, please speak to Martin
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