For the people of: Laburnum Way, Rowan Close, Long Walk
For prayer: Doreen F & Julian

From the Prayer Board: Pray for Footsteps International and the work of
helping disadvantaged children in Kenya, and for all who have asked for
prayer for themselves and their families

In memoriam: Ada Wells, Minnie Fenner, Diana Turner, Kathy Reekie
To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to
list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.

OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE

‘Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as
his heritage... he sees all humankind. From where he sits enthroned... he who
fashions the hearts of them all observes all their deeds.” PSALM 33:12-15 (NRSV)

‘King of kings, grant that the hearts and minds of all who go out as leaders
before us may be filled with ‘the love of Thy laws’ and that which is righteous
and life-giving. May they be worthy stewards of Thy good and perfect gifts.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Amen. (from 700-year-old prayer of the chivalric
Knights of the Garter led by the Sovereign that still exists today.)

God of all beauty, truth and freedom, we praise You for the impact of
Christianity on developing the foundations of our society: such as education,
hospitals and healthcare, the legal system, government, national ceremonies
and ‘British values’ like fairness, duty and care for others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Thursday 30t July WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

Lord, may Britain’s history of abolishing slavery motivate us still to stand against
this evil. Strengthen Christian and other organisations working in this field. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Lord, thank You for men and women who down the centuries have served You
with conviction, courage and compassion by Your grace: to establish and
strengthen Christianity in our land through evangelism, biblical teaching and

living as effective light and salt in society. May they continue to inspire us today.

For Christ’s sake. Amen.

Lord of the Church, please grant to Your people from every Christian
denomination, tradition, and stream a renewed love for Your Word and a
deepening of ‘sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”* Inspire and empower us to
pray for our land. Amen. (*2 Cor 10:3) www.care.org.uk
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Sunday 26'" July 2026  The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
10.00 a.m. Family Communion
Readings: Romans 8.26-39, Matthew 13.31-33 & 44-52

From Small Seeds to Great Hope

Our Gospel reading for today gives

us simple, vivid pictures, loaded

with a depth of meaning. Jesus ’ . g
speaks of a mustard seed, the

smallest of seeds, and of yeast ) oS

hidden in flour, quietly working
through the whole batch. He also
speaks of treasure hidden in a
field, of a pearl of great value, and
of a net gathering fish of every
kind. These images are simple, yet
they ask searching questions of us.

There is something profoundly
encouraging here. The kingdom of
heaven does not begin with
spectacle or power as we might
expect. It begins small, almost
unnoticed. A seed in the ground, a
little yeast in the dough. In the life of the Church, and in our own lives of faith,
we may sometimes feel that what we offer is insignificant. Yet Jesus reminds us
that God delights to work through what is small, bringing growth that far
exceeds what we can see or imagine.

®

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

(Continued inside)


http://www.care.org.uk/

This Week

Sunday 26" July
10.00am Family Communion Service

Tuesday 28" July
9.30 -10.00am Food Larder

Thursday 30*" July
8.30am Morning Prayers
12noon - 12.30pm Food Larder

Sunday 2" August
10am Communion Service

Please see the website for more
information:
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk

August Services

During August there will be
just one service on Sunday
which will be a 10.00am
Communion Service.

Birthdays This Week
Happy Birthday to Tracey Jones.

We need never shout
across the spaces to an absent God.

"\, He is nearer than our own soul, closer

than our most secret thoughts.

b

shall be able to
separate us from
the love of God,
which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:39

CONTACT US

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk

Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk 01444 415229

Churchwardens: Jill Costello 07736285995 Jerry Whitehead 07540599309

ALM: Jill Costello
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At the same time, there is also a note
of challenge. The treasure in the field
and the pearl of great value invite a
response of total commitment. The
one who finds them sells all that he
has to possess them. The kingdom of
heaven is not an optional extra or a
passing interest. It calls for our whole
heart, our whole life. We are invited to
consider what we truly value, and
whether we are willing to place the
kingdom above all else.

The mustarol
seed reminds us
that God Loves to

Orow great
things from
humble starts.
-Anon

The final image of the net reminds us
that there will be a time of sorting and
discernment. God’s kingdom is both a
gift and a responsibility, both a
welcome and a call to transformation.

Nonetheless, through all these images runs a quiet assurance. God is at work,
often in ways we cannot see. The kingdom is growing, even now. What begins
small will not remain small. What is hidden will not remain hidden. And those
who recognise its value and give themselves to it will discover a richness beyond
measure.

So, we are encouraged to trust, to commit, and to take heart, knowing that
God’s Kingdom is nearer, deeper, and more powerful than it may at first appear.
Martin

Access Ramp Appeal

Huge thanks are due once again for the wonderful generosity of the Ascension
Church family. Including Gift Aid, the Access Ramp Appeal has raised around
£2,000, exceeding the £1,600 target by £400.

The final value of the Gift Aid reclaim and the total cost of the ramp are still to be
confirmed. However, it is clear that we now have the funds needed for the project
to go ahead over the summer.
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