
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th July 2026           The Sixth Sunday after Trinity  
10.00 a.m. Communion Service 

Readings: Romans 8.1-11, Matthew 13.4-9 &18-23  

 
Relationship not rules 

When trying to understand how God calls us to live, we might prefer clear 
instructions or a simple set of rules, but that is not what Jesus gives us. Instead, He 
invites us into a way of life worked out through a relationship with God; something 
He often introduces through stories that need to be received, pondered, and then 
lived out. 

In today’s Gospel, the familiar Parable of the Sower, Jesus gives us one such story as 
He compares the message of the Kingdom of God to seed sown into our lives. 
Instead of a set of instructions to be followed, the message of the Kingdom is 
something that grows within us. As we respond to what Jesus says, that seed can 
take root and bear fruit. Jesus links our response to the quality of the soil into 
which the seed is sown.       (Continued inside) 

‘We who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold 
to the hope that lies before us. This hope is a strong and trustworthy 
anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s inner 
sanctuary. Jesus has already gone in there for us.’ 

                     - Hebrews 6.18-19 (NLT) 

Sunday 12th July UN INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HOPE  

‘Higher levels of hope are more likely to mean setting and achieving ambitious 
goals, solve problems, take action and turn vision into reality.’ Father, thank You 
for the strength of the human spirit to overcome difficulties. But we pray that 
many more people will recognise that the only lasting hope is rooted in the 
gospel! In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Gentle Saviour, we bring to You people we know who are suffering from poor 
mental health: depression, anxiety, bipolar and other disorders that seriously 
affect their lives and those caring for them. Please strengthen them and shine 
rays of hope into their hearts today. By Your grace. Amen. 

Lord, we pray for those who are nearing the end of life. Please bring Christian 
chaplains and others who can willingly share the gospel alongside family and 
friends to minister Your grace to them. We know that the only true and lasting 
hope is found through trusting You as Saviour. In Your mercy. Amen. 

Lord of the Church, we pray for preachers and others who have been called by 
You to communicate Your Word of grace and truth, that they may stay anchored 
in their hope in Christ and encourage believers to do the same: trusting in Your 
promises of eternal life through His resurrection and having confidence in Your 
merciful justice and gracious rewards. In Jesus’ name. Amen 
.                www.care.org.uk   
                                                                                                                 

For the people of: Beech Hill, Northlands Wood School 
For prayer: Doreen F, and Julian 
From the Prayer Board: Pray for Footsteps International and the work of 
helping disadvantaged children in Kenya, and for all who have asked for 
prayer for themselves and their families 
In memoriam: Douglas Martin 
To keep our prayers up to date please let Janet or Martin know about people to 
list and keep listed in Prayers for the Community.  

http://www.care.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

(Continued from the front page)  

Jesus so often chose to teach in 
parables, and in doing so, He challenges 
us to reflect on what we’ve heard. Here 
we are invited to consider what kind of 
soil represents us. The path, rocky 
ground, and thorns are pictures of those 
areas of our lives where God’s word is 
ignored, withers under pressure, or gets 
choked by worries and busyness, while 
the good soil stands for those places 
where we truly hear, understand, and 
nurture what we’ve heard so that our 
lives bear lasting fruit. 

The Parable of the Sower invites us to 
ask honestly what kind of soil our lives 
are: hard and resistant, shallow and 
easily discouraged, crowded with 
worries and distractions, or open and 
ready to bear fruit. It challenges us not 
to stay as we are, but to work with God to improve the soil of our hearts, allowing 
him to soften what is hard, deepen what is shallow, and clear away what chokes 
our growth so that the seed of the kingdom can take root and flourish.   Martin  

Thanks are due for yet another example of the wonderful generosity of the 
Ascension Church family. Including Gift Aid, the Access Ramp Appeal has already 
raised around £1,400 of the £1,600 target. 

If you would still like to make a donation, there will be a collection basket in church 
on Sunday, and contributions can also be made online or via the card machine.  

 

Sunday 12th July 
10.00am Communion Service 

Tuesday 14th July 
9.30-10.00am Food Larder 

Wednesday 15th July 
3.30pm Home Group 

Thursday 16thJuly 
8.30am Morning Prayers 
12noon-12.30pm Food Larder 

Saturday 18th July  
9am Community Coffee 

Sunday 19th July 
8.30am Said Communion 
10.00am Worship Service 

Please see the website for more 
information: 

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk    

CONTACT US                                                
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk   01444 415229 
Churchwardens:   Jill Costello 07736285995   Jerry Whitehead 07540599309 
ALM: Jill Costello 
 

Birthdays This Week 

Happy Birthday to Rosemarie Lacey. 

August Services
During August there will be just one 

service on Sunday which will be a 

10.00am Communion Service. 

 

 

 
 

Good soil is not 

naturally better; it 

is soil that has 

been broken, 

cleared, and made 

ready for the word 

to take root. 

-Anon 
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